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Scheme design
To facilitate this national battery collection network the BSC
has obtained ACCC authorisation to establish a battery
stewardship scheme. The six core elements of the Scheme are
shown below.
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A new industry-led battery stewardship scheme is
being created to provide Australian’s with a
national network of safe and responsible battery
recycling options.

An accreditation process is being established for each of
these stages to assure that the recycling process is safe and
effective.

Key features authorised by the ACCC
ACCC authorisation will enable the BSC to operate and
implement three key design elements which may otherwise
have been considered anti-competitive as shown below.

Time for change
We can all see that batteries have become an essential part
of all our daily lives. In Australia, recycling rates for batteries
other than used lead acid batteries are exceedingly low. Only
10% of handheld batteries are recycled in Australia compared
well below international best practice as can be seen from the
graph.
% of batteries collected for recycling

Each of these three are described on the next page.

Types of batteries covered

The primary reason for this poor outcome is the geographic
spread and small population of the Australian market resulting
in a high cost to collect batteries for recycling which has not
been built into the price of the product.

The solution
To overcome this market failure, the BSC has conducted
extensive consultation to design and fund a national
collection network to ensure batteries are responsibly
collected and recycled. During 2021, the operational details
will be finalised with the collection network to be formally
launched in Q4 2021.
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The Scheme is designed to include:

 loose and handheld batteries, including button batteries,

and is the default scheme to cover all battery chemistries.

 batteries that are not sealed inside a product i.e. they are
designed to be readily removed and replaced in the
product by the consumer, are included in the Scheme
and subject to the levy payment.

Some other types of batteries will have a staged approach
e.g. electric vehicles and battery energy storage following
consultation. See “BSC Fact Sheet: What batteries are in
scope?” for more details about batteries included.
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Importance of battery stewardship

Who pays the levy

Responsible importers can become part of the solution by
joining the Scheme and paying the Levy to ensure their
imported batteries are properly managed at the end-of-life,
and to pass this cost on via product pricing to the consumer.

Enterprise to Enterprise (E2E) Agreements
Members of the Scheme are required to make a series of
commitments, including to contract for the supply of batteryrelated goods and services with other accredited members to
the Scheme (where possible) (see figure below).

Everyone benefits from supporting the Scheme
For industry, the benefits are significant along-side making a
very real difference in creating a solution to a rapidly
increasing waste management problem.
A TANGEABLE SOLUTION TO A PROBLEMATIC WASTE
The most significant benefit of the Scheme is the
involvement of the whole battery supply chain working
to provide a recycling solution for batteries. This has
the added bonus of improving community safety by
removing hazardous batteries from the home.
FOCUSING ON EFFICIENCY
This Scheme is driven by Industry motivated to deliver
the best possible outcomes for business and the
environment.
STIMULATE INNOVATION
The leveraging model will encourage participation
and stimulate new ideas and innovation in this rapidly
evolving market. This will enable the Australian industry
to participate in a high value international market.
TRACEABILITY & VERIFICATION
The Scheme will employ a robust accreditation process
to provide the transparency needed to be confident
batteries collected are truly recycled. Participants will
be able to assure real and significant increases in the
collection rate to solve this problem waste.
CONTROLLING THE COST OF THE SCHEME
The BSC Board is comprised of Industry members as
well as consumer advocates who will, among other
things, focus on productivity improvements and
program efficiencies to tightly control the costs of the
Scheme over time.
LEADERSHIP
Participants will demonstrate corporate responsibility
and become differentiators in the market. For industry,
consumers will return business & increased visitation as
a reward for leadership in sustainability.
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Participating battery suppliers would only sell Eligible Batteries
to wholesalers that are participating in the Scheme and those
wholesalers would only sell the Eligible Batteries to retailers that
are also participating in the Scheme.
E2E agreements are intended to encourage participation in
the Scheme and remove the ability for companies to avoid
their responsibilities for responsible end-of-life management of
used batteries.

Accessing the rebate

Currently the high cost of transporting batteries from collection
points, sorting batteries, and processing them for recovery of
the battery materials has meant that large scale recycling has
not been viable. The rebate has been established to offset
this cost until such time as the volumes recovered enable the
industry to be self-sufficient.
In order to access the rebate, organisations make a series of
commitments to safety and transparency, become
accredited organisations, will agree to these terms and be
subject to verification activities such as announced and
unannounced audits.
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Obligations for accredited organisations

Timing
BSC is now moving from the current conceptual design to the
operational design phase. This will see systems, procedures,
and tools necessary for a robust functioning Scheme are in
place as can be seen in the figure below.

For those organisations wishing to become an accredited eStewards, the BSC has established a series of general
commitments and a series of role specific commitments.
The commitments are described in our accreditation
document and include actions to ensure the objectives of the
Scheme are met. For example, commitment to support and
promote the scheme, to meeting health and safety
requirements, to transparency and accountability.

Community engagement

A key success factor for the Scheme is to ensure that the
community is aware of the Scheme, the benefits of recycling
and how to recycle. The BSC will develop a branding and
marketing strategy, and provide incentives to encourage
consumers to drop their batteries at the BSC network of
collection points. In addition, BSC has exciting plans to
provide educational materials and opportunities to increase
community awareness about battery safety and recycling.

Join us!

The BSC has determined that this operational design phase will
require 9 months of development. Funding from government
support and the advance levy necessary for this process is
anticipated to begin in January 2021. As such it is anticipated
the Scheme will launch in Q4 2021.

Related documents
Related documents can be downloaded from the BSC
Website ‘Resources’ menu including the Scheme Design
Document and Fact Sheets to be released on topics such as:

 BSC Fact Sheet: What Batteries are in Scope
 BSC Fact Sheet: The Levy
 BSC Fact Sheet: The Rebate
Still have questions or need more information

Now that the Scheme has been authorised, we are formally
requesting supporters and supply chain entities to become
members. Associate membership is free of charge and
enables partners to demonstrate their support and stay
informed regarding BSC activities.
Financial membership provides partners with voting rights and
be eligible for appointment or nomination to the BSC Board.
The Membership fee is $1,100 which is a one-off fee for
importers and an annual fee for other members.

If you still have questions or would like further information,
contact us via email at:
contact@bsc.org.au
If you would like to talk with us further to better understand the
Scheme and the opportunity it presents for your organisation,
please contact us:

As a Financial Member, your organisation can be an active
participant in the development and operation of the Battery
Stewardship Scheme. Financial members are eligible to
nominate for the BSC Board and receive voting rights for
board membership and resolutions. This category applies to
levy payers, or non-levy payers who pay a $1000 annual
membership fee.
Initially levy payers may choose to pay a $1,000 membership
fee to access voting rights prior to the start of levy payments.
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